
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
ROWAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

February 17, 2014 – 6:00 PM 
J. NEWTON COHEN, SR. ROOM  

J. NEWTON COHEN, SR. ROWAN COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

 
Present:  Jim Sides, Chairman 
Craig Pierce, Vice-Chairman 

Jon Barber, Member 
Mike Caskey, Member 
Chad Mitchell, Member  

 
County Manager Gary Page, Clerk to the Board Carolyn Barger, County Attorney 
Jay Dees and Finance Director Leslie Heidrick were present. 

 
Chairman Sides convened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Caskey provided the Invocation and also led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
CONSIDER ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 Chairman Sides moved to add a resolution from the Board of Education 
for an energy savings program.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Barber and passed unanimously. 

 

 Chairman Sides said he had received a letter from Dr. Richard Miller with 
the Board of Education requesting a meeting next Monday, February 24, 
2014 at 2:00 p.m. in an effort to resolve the differences (mediation) 
between the two (2) boards.  Chairman Sides moved to add a discussion 
to the agenda pertaining to the request.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Barber and passed unanimously. 
 

 Commissioner Pierce moved to add a discussion regarding the disposition 
of surplus properties to the agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Mitchell and passed unanimously. 
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  Commissioner Caskey moved to add a discussion concerning a firetruck 
for the South Rowan High School Fire Academy.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Pierce and passed unanimously. 

 
Chairman Sides placed the items on the agenda in the order requested as 5a, 
5b, 5c and 5d. 
 
CONSIDER DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA 
There were no deletions from the agenda. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Commissioner Barber moved, Commissioner Pierce seconded and the vote to 
approve the agenda passed unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Commissioner Barber moved, Commissioner Pierce seconded and the vote to 
approve the minutes of the February 3, 2014 Commission Meeting passed 
unanimously. 
 
1.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Barber moved approval of the Consent Agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Pierce and passed unanimously.  
 
The Consent Agenda consisted of the following: 

A.  Middle School Resource Officer Patrol Vehicles 
B. Set Public Hearing for FY 14-15 HOME Application for March 3, 2014 
C. Authorization for Livestock Extension Agent to Submit Grant Application to 

North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund 
 
2.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Chairman Sides opened the Public Comment Period to entertain comments from 
any citizens wishing to address the Board.  The following individuals came 
forward: 
 

 Jennifer Ridgell talked about her dog, Bandit, who was critically injured 
after being hit by a car and eventually euthanized by gassing at the Animal 
Shelter. 

 Jane Phelps read and presented the Board with a petition she stated was 
found online and titled “Justice for Bandit – family dog hit by a car and 
gassed by Rowan County, NC Animal Shelter”. 

 Beckie Brisson spoke in opposition to the use of the gas chamber at the 
Animal Shelter.     

 Bob Oswell, a resident from the Town of Spencer, spoke in opposition to 
the location of a group home for homeless veterans on Carolina Avenue in 
Spencer. 
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 John Speight spoke in opposition to the use of the gas chamber at the 
Animal Shelter. 

 
With no one else wishing to address the Board, Chairman Sides closed the 
Public Comment Period. 
 
3.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR VOLUNTARY 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 
Chairman Sides said the Rowan County Agricultural Advisory Board had 
recommended several applications for the Voluntary Agricultural District 
Program, as well as the Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District Program.   
 
The applications for the Voluntary Agricultural Program were recommended for 
approval as follows: 

 Andrew M. Bame, 16.69 acres 

 David Franklin and Cynthia Hill Shue, 36.28 acres 

 Timothy Paul & Judy M. Shue, 35.5 acres 
 
Commissioner Barber moved, Commissioner Pierce seconded and the vote to 
approve the applications as listed above passed unanimously. 
 
The applications for the Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District Program were 
recommended for approval as follows: 

 L. Kim & Connie M. Starnes, 214.85 acres 

 William S. Barber, III 103.53 acres 
 
At this point, Commissioner Barber asked to recuse himself based on the fact 
that the property being considered for William S. Barber, III belonged to him. 
 
Commissioner Pierce moved, Commissioner Mitchell seconded and the vote to 
approve the applications as listed above passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
4.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION 
FOR IDF GRANT FUNDING 
The Board was asked to authorize a resolution that would allow the Economic 
Development Commission to move forward with an application for an Industrial 
Development Fund (IDF) grant from the Department of Commerce for the Gildan 
Project. 
 
Commissioner Pierce moved, Commissioner Barber seconded and the vote to 
approve the resolution as submitted passed 4-1 with Chairman Sides dissenting. 
 
5.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
Finance Director Leslie Heidrick presented the following budget amendments for 
the Board’s consideration: 
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 Health – To reduce Family Planning funds per the decrease from the State 
Agreement Addendum - $ 765.00 

 Health – To reduce Family Planning funds per the decrease from the State 
Agreement Addendum - $817.00 

 Health – Budget additional Healthy Community funding to promote active 
living, reduce and prevent tobacco use and prevent chronic diseases - 
$10,783 

 Finance – Adjust RTS Community Capital Grant 13-CT-037 and 
Community Capital Grant 14-CT-037 to match Department of 
Transportation revised budget.  RTS purchased three (3) replacement 
transit vehicles.  The match will come from a portion of the sale of RTS 
vehicles - $11,770 

 Sheriff – Recognize excess revenue and budget to proper accounts - 
$26,777 

 Finance – Budget additional revenue, decrease appropriated fund balance 
and cover billing and credit card fees due to changes in billing and 
collection procedures for motor vehicle taxes - $1,450,000 
 

Commissioner Barber moved approval of the budget amendments as presented.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and passed unanimously. 
 
ADDITIONS 
5a.  ENERGY SAVINGS RESOLUTION 
Chairman Sides said the Board had received a Resolution Acknowledging the 
Execution and Delivery by the Rowan-Salisbury Board of Education of a 
Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract.  Chairman Sides read the Resolution as 
follows: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) of the County of Rowan, 
North Carolina (the “County”) as follows: 
 
1. The Board hereby finds, determines and acknowledges that: 

(a) the Rowan-Salisbury County Board of Education (the “School Board”) plans to 
enter into a “not to Exceed” $5,000,000.00 guaranteed energy savings contract 
pursuant to G.S. 143-64.17 et. Seq. for the purpose of providing certain energy 
conservation measures authorized thereby (the “Project) so as to reduce energy 
consumption and/or energy-related operating costs; 

(b) the School Board intends to finance the Project by entering into an installment 
contract (the “Contract”) pursuant to G.S. 143-64.17C and G.S. 160A-20, as 
amended; 

(c) the energy savings resulting from the Project are expected to equal or exceed 
the total costs payable under the Contract as shown in an evaluation performed 
by a [licensed architect or engineer] on behalf of the School Board; 

(d) the payments under the Contract are not expected to require any additional 
appropriations to be made to the School Board nor any increase in taxes; and 

(e) the Board does not intend to reduce appropriations to the School Board based 
upon a reduction of energy costs in a manner that would inhibit the ability of the 
School Board to make the payments under the Contract, provided that the 
County is not bound in any manner to appropriate funds to the School Board in 
amount sufficient for the School Board to make such payments. 

2. This resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 
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Commissioner Barber moved approval of the Resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Pierce. 
 
Commissioner Pierce said he wanted the public to be aware the Energy Savings 
Project had been talked about since June of last year; however, the Board of 
Education had never submitted the Resolution to the Commissioner for approval.  
Commissioner Pierce felt the project allowed the schools to be more energy 
efficient and that the Commissioners had pushed for approval since learning of 
the project.  
 
Chairman Sides applauded the Board of Education’s decision to move forward 
on the project and said it would save the school system money over time. 
 
Upon being put to a vote, the motion on the floor passed unanimously. 
 
5b.  REQUEST FOR JOINT MEETING WITH BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Chairman Sides said a request had been received earlier in the day from the 
Rowan-Salisbury Board of Education (BOE) requesting to meet with Board of 
Commissioners (BOC) on Monday, February 24, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. with regards 
to the mediation process.  Chairman Sides said Judge Whichard would not 
declare an impasse at this point as he felt progress had been made during the 
previous meetings.  Chairman Sides said he would support an open meeting and 
was requesting the BOC’s permission to set the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Barber said he was unavailable for the suggested date.   
 
A brief discussion ensued regarding alternate meeting dates/times. 
 
Commissioner Mitchell moved to accept the offer and request another date, 
Tuesday, February 25, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. or Thursday, February 27, 2014 at 2:00 
p.m.  If neither of the suggested dates were available, the BOC was agreeable to 
the first suggested date of Monday, February 24, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Pierce and passed unanimously. 
 
5c.  SURPLUS PROPERTY 
Commissioner Pierce discussed a proposal for the County to dispose of its 
surplus properties.  Commissioner Pierce said he would like to see the properties 
listed with a real estate agent from Charlotte or Greensboro.   
 
Commissioner Pierce moved that the County move forward with listing surplus 
properties with a real estate agent and after 180 days, any property not sold 
would be put into an auction.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Caskey. 
 
Chairman Sides said he would like for each board member to have a list of the 
properties before releasing the properties to a real estate agent. 
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County Manager Gary Page said the Board would need to approve the list and 
declare the properties as surplus before the County tried to sell them.  Mr. Page 
said he would provide the list by the next meeting.   
 
Commissioner Mitchell also requested that Mr. Page advise if the County was 
currently using any of the properties for any reason. 
 
Commissioner Pierce felt it would be more beneficial to allow real estate agents 
to market the properties as opposed to individuals contacting the Clerk to the 
Board or the County Manager.   
 
Commissioner Caskey said the Board might wish to consider whether to 
designate the monies from any property sales for repayment of the West End 
Plaza. 
Upon being put to a vote, the motion on the floor passed unanimously. 
 
5d.  SUPPORT FOR DONATION OF FIRETRUCK TO SOUTH ROWAN HIGH 
SCHOOL FIRE ACADEMY 
Commissioner Caskey discussed the possibility of South Rowan High School 
receiving a donated firetruck from the City of Albemarle.  Commissioner Caskey 
expressed a desire to support the Board of Education (BOE) with acceptance of 
the firetruck.  Commissioner Caskey said the firetruck was free; however, there 
were questions as to where the firetruck would be stored and costs for insurance, 
etc.   Commissioner Caskey said the firetruck would be of value to the South 
Rowan Fire Academy and he described it as a once in a lifetime offer.  
Commissioner Caskey emphasized he was not asking the Board for money but 
rather for the Board to extend its support to the BOE in obtaining the firetruck for 
use by the South Rowan High School Fire Academy. 
 
Chairman Sides said he was in favor of the request and asked if Commissioner 
Caskey was seeking a vote or consensus of the Board.  Commissioner Caskey 
said support by consensus was fine. 
 
Commissioner Pierce said the Commissioners should assist in making the 
firetruck available to South Rowan’s Fire Academy, even if it involved the 
purchase of gas/transportation to get the firetruck to South Rowan High School.  
Commissioner Pierce said the donation was a great opportunity for the school 
and the Commissioners should express their support to the BOE with the 
donation. 
 
In conclusion, Commissioner Caskey reiterated that he was not seeking financial 
support at this time but rather support for the BOE in accepting the donation. 
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6.  ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jon 
moved to adjourn at 6:35 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Pierce and passed unanimously. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

   Carolyn Barger, CMC, NCCCC 
    Clerk to the Board/ 

Assistant to the County Manager 


